for basic research in the field grew at the average rate of 9%, just at the
inflation rate. Computer science grew at an average annual rate of 17%
or more.

The two fields are not now joined because of any failure to identify
them separately, but because "mathematics and computer sciences" has
become a standard major category like "physical sciences," "biological
sciences," etc. Perhaps future statements will point out the discrepancy
in the rates of growth.

D. A Final Comment

The data in publications such as Federal Funds for Research and
Development are gathered with great care. This publication defines its
terminology very carefully and, as we indicated, warns its readers about
variable judgments exercised by agency representatives. It is important
that our comments about the data not be construed as criticism of the
Surveys of Science Resources. We present them only to illustrate the
great care which must be exercised when relating the data to the math-
ematical sciences.

VIII. HISTORY OF THE PERIOD 1968-82

The Office of Naval Research was created by an act of Congress in
1945. This agency was the earliest supporter of mathematical research.
During the late 1940s to early 1950s, it was joined by the other services
(the entities now called AFOSR and ARO) and by the National Science
Foundation, which awarded its first mathematics grant in 1952. DOD
and NSF continued as the major supporters, with the balance shifting
more toward NSF.

We want to bring out several features of the history of mathemat-
ical science funding. Some of the precise historical data are virtually
impossible to find. Prom years gone by, we have accurate data for NSP
and AFOSR, but only estimated data for other agencies. Nonetheless, we
have enough to tell the story of funding over the last decade-and-a-half.

Table B-14 shows the history of three aspects of Air Force support
of basic scientific research, from FY 1966 through FY 1979: total 6.1
funds (basic research budget), total contract and grant research support
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